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A Comprehensive Study on Welfare Situation of
Rohingya People in Bangladesh
Md Mehedi Hasan Khan*, Syeda Marufa Akter*, Most Shayda Shamsea Aziz*, Mitsuhiko Sano*
*Kobe Gakuin University

Background

The Forcibly Displaced Myanmar Nationals (FDMNs)— Rohingyas are the world's largest
refugees, who forcefully left the Rakhine state of Myanmar to the Chittagong district of
Bangladesh due to extreme violence and torture. Currently, 909,000 Rohingya refugees live in
Bangladesh. According to UNOCHA, 12% of Rohingya refugee households are reported to have a
family member with a permanent disability, and 17% of families have a temporary disability from
injury, predominantly caused by gunshots, shrapnel, fire, landmines, or the exodus. Therefore, the
purpose of this research is to analyze the welfare situation of the Rohingya Refugee people.
Method

This study was based on the literature review which includes information from journals, articles,
newspapers, and interviews with medical doctors and refugee experts in Bangladesh.

Results

Basic human needs and rights are absent for the Rohingya people. About 45 percent of them are
not getting enough daily nutrition, and malnourished children are potentially at higher risk.
Rohingya children are prevented from accessing quality education and legal protection, which
expose them to abuse, child labor, child marriage, trafficking, and detention. The Bangladesh
Government has relocated some 28,000 Rohingya refugees to the offshore island of Bhasan Char,
but the infrastructural facilities and environment are not sufficiently ensured.

Discussion

Rohingya children have gone without formal education, parents and caregivers have gone
without employment, and all refugees have become more vulnerable to deaths and injuries from
large-scale fires, flooding, and rising insecurity than ever before in the last five years. Most
families are reliant on food rations to live their life. They need access to safe water and
healthcare. And living conditions in the camps mean there is a major risk of disease outbreaks,
including cholera and diphtheria. Girls are exposed to violence and abuse. The Rohingya
refugees are highly vulnerable to COVID-19 as they are living in overcrowded and unhygienic
conditions which increases the potential for the rapid spread of the disease. The PWDs who need
support for everyday activities would not be able to maintain social distancing with their
caregivers which will put them at high-risk virus transmission.

Conclusion

International authorities should take more proactive steps to ensure the safe return of Rohingya
people to their homes in Myanmar. Until then, humanitarian facilities need to be ensured at the
camps as their human rights. Bangladesh’s government should lift the new restrictions, allow
markets and schools to reopen, and facilitate donors’ efforts to improve refugees’ access to

livelihoods, health care, and education.
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Inclusive Education for Disable Students in Bangladesh:

Assessment and Expectations
Akter Syeda Marufa*, Md Mehedi Hasan Khan*, Most Shayda Shamsea Aziz*, Mitsuhiko Sano*
*Kobe Gakuin University

Objectives:

The Inclusive Education (IE) system is concerned about the involvement of all students in mainstream
education irrespective of whomever they are and whatever their abilities or requirements. It works for
ensuring the teaching and curriculum, school buildings, classrooms, play areas, transport, and toilets are
appropriate for all children at all levels. Concurring with all international commitments which are
compatible with inclusive education like the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), the UNESCO
Salamanca Declaration 1994, and the EFA Declaration, Dakar 2000, the Government of Bangladesh
(GOB) has committed to addressing IE within the existing education system. According to UNESCO,
75% to 85% of disabled students can study in mainstream education with some small arrangements
within the regular school system. GOB has taken many legislative actions, plans, and programs with
regard to IE for disabled students. So that disabled students can integrate into mainstream education with
their peers. This study reviewed the policies, and programs of GOB to make effective Inclusive
Education for the disabled.

Method:

This study was mainly supported by documents and literature review, which includes information from
journals, articles, and interviews of some Bangladeshi school teachers.

Discussion and Result:

The government of Bangladesh (GOB) has been working over the past two decades in favor of IE.
Though Articles 17 and 28 of its constitution, clearly utter that the state should provide equity and access
to all children to education without making any discrimination. Compulsory Primary Education Act 1990,
Bangladesh Persons with Disability Welfare Act 2001 and National Education Policy 2010,
Comprehensive Early Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) Policy, and National Plan of Action
(NPA) II (2002-2015) all are key policy initiatives of Inclusive Education in Bangladesh. To practice IE
in accordance with the policy initiatives, GOB has launched firstly the Primary Education Development
Program (PEDP II) (2004-2011) and the Teaching Quality Improvement in Secondary Education
Program (TQI-SEP) (2005- 2012. Through these programs, some positive changes have come. The
enrollment of Special Educational Needs (SEN) children increased double within a five-year duration.
Training based on Inclusive Education has been provided to a huge number of teachers all over the
country. A good number of new infrastructures e.g. ramps, modification of classroom furniture, etc. were
added to the existing school infrastructure for providing access to disabled students. Along with GOB,
some NGOs like BRAC, Dhaka Ahsania Mission (DAM), Bangladesh Protibondhi Foundation (BPF),
and Hicare School for Speech & Hearing Impaired Children are also working for Inclusive Education.

Conclusion:

Inclusion is not merely about bringing children from special education into mainstream education. It also
extends towards a comprehensive life approach of independent living, employment, and accessible
structural facilities from school to the workplace. Inclusive Education policy, curriculum, training
program, school arrangements, and learning materials all make quality education accessible for all
learners.
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Impact of COVID-19 on Elderly and Disabled People in
context of a Developing Country: A Review
Most Shayda Shamsea Aziz Shabee (Kobe Gakuin University)
Syeda Marufa Akter(Kobe Gakuin University)
Dr. Mehedi Hasan Khan (Kobe Gakuin University)
Dr. Mitsuhiko Sano (Kobe Gakuin University)

Background

The novel coronavirus caused by SARS-CoV-2 has widespread out throughout the world after the first
outbreak in China in 2019. Infections with COVID-19 are of 615.31 million with 6.52 million deaths, as of
October 4, 2022, according to WHO. The COVID-19 is an extremely life threatening virus for the people with
disabilities and elderly people. However, the responses for the requirements of people with disability have been
disrupted or absent in many countries including developed countries like UK, USA, Japan due to over pressure
on health and caregiving sectors. About 15% of world’s population with disabilities are tremendously suffering
from lack of daily care or periodic cares necessary for their survival. In the context of the developing countries,
the COVID-19 impact on people with disabilities and elderly are largely unexplored. This study, therefore, was
conducted to investigate the impact of COVID-19 on people with disabilities and elderly people in a
developing country like Bangladesh.

Method

Literature survey including journal articles, published reports, statistical dashboard, magazines, and
newspapers was delicately conducted to explore the COVID-19 scenario and its impact on disabled and elderly
people in Bangladesh.

Results and Discussions

Studies showed that the COVID-19 significantly disrupted the necessary caregiving facilities for the disabled
people in Bangladesh. There is no statistics to know how many disabled people affected by this virus, though
there is a categorical COVID-19 dashboard that shows percentage of people infected in terms of gender and
age group in Bangladesh. This implies that disabled people are not getting enough attention during this
pandemic period in Bangladesh. Most of the relevant studies also illustrated that elderly and disabled people
suffered from high mental stress, social isolation as well as livelihood problems.

Conclusions

The suffering of disabled and elderly people has increased by several folds due to the ongoing pandemic.
Effective and innovative management strategies are necessary to formulate and adopted to support people with
disabilities and elderly people in Bangladesh and other developing countries for unpredicted pressure like
COVID-19 on the health care and caregiving sectors.
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